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MHRD extends 'Good Governance Day' essay competition till
December 26

Friday, 26 December 2014 - 5:20am IST Updated: Thursday, 25 December 2014 - 8:06pm IST | Agency: dna

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-mhrd-extends-good-governance-day-essay-competition-till-december-
26-2047017

Hours after receiving a directive from the Delhi high court, the ministry of human resources and development
(MHRD) has issued a revised circular on Wednesday night extending the deadline for the online essay
competition for CBSE schools on '‘Good Governance Day' till December 26.

The revised circular put up on the MHRD website states: "In compliance with the instruction of honourable
Delhi high court, the online essay competition on Good Governance Day being held on December 25 as a part
of CBSE expression series will now be extended up to December 26 as well."

The web link for the competition will be open from 9am to 5pm on both the days, reads the revised circular
which is also put up on the CBSE website.

December 25, celebrated as Christmas all over the world, is being observed as Good Governance Day by the
BJP government at the Centre.

Two weeks back, MHRD had issued a circular to Navodaya Vidyalayas and other CBSE schools to conduct the
essay competition and various activities on Good Governance Day on December 25 which implied presence of
children in schools cancelling the holiday. After wide criticism, the MHRD clarified that only online essay
competition is planned and that too is voluntary.

Following the controversy, PB Prince Gajendra Babu had approached Delhi high court seeking directions to
withdraw the circular instructing the educational institutions to celebrate Good Governance Day on December
25 in its entirety.

Replying to the plea, the Centre informed the Delhi high court on Wednesday that entries to online essay
competition, to mark Good Governance Day for schools affiliated to CBSE will be accepted on December 25
and 26.

The court then directed the Centre to notify the change on Wednesday itself through a press note and wide
publicity.
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Internet of Things may soon be in college curriculum

Chethan Kumar | Dec 26, 2014, 04.00 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/Internet-of-Things-may-soon-be-in-college-

curriculum/articleshow/45643730.cms

Bengaluru: Engineering and PhD students across the country will soon have curriculums on the Internet of Things (loT),
described as the future of civilization, if the Centre's recent draft policy on it is implemented.

The department of electronics and information technology (DeitY), which brought out the draft policy in October, has
recommended this and also six-week certificate courses and two-week training programmes in loT. "We must set up
norms for accreditation of all such courses relating to 1oT," the policy reads, adding that a young faculty chair at five lITs
be created with a funding of Rs 4.5 crore for five years.

"These young faculties become the bridge between academia and industry and identify the areas in which loT skills need
to be created after regular consultation with industry," it says.

The policy has identified 10T as a key enabler that will help have smart parking, intelligent transport system, tele-care,
women safety, waste management and smart city maintenance, besides help in the fields of agriculture and disaster
management.

It also aims to create fellowships for 150 students pursuing M-Tech-level specialization programmes in IITs in the next
two years.

[ISc director Prof Anurag Kumar, who works in the field, says: "India needs to train its manpower in this field as it offers a
lot of opportunities and solutions, which we will need for better management and living." Noting that India is lagging
behind in the matter, officials said the policy has recommended cross-country pacts for loT education exchange
programmes and organize trainings by experts from other countries for training scientists/ engineers and even DeitY
officials.

While the proposal to have curriculums and creating faculty chairs may need time to work out the nuances, the last set
of recommendations is seen as something that can be implemented right away, even in the absence of a policy.

Time to take the plunge

loT is today what internet was in 1980s, it may take at least another 10 years before we see commercial blooming of this
and have real applications. But the time is right for India to get into this as there is no point plunging into something
late.

— Prof Anurag Kumar | director, Indian Institute of Science

Chairs at IITs and encouraging young people are all welcome. But there is no need for governments to micro-manage
affairs at lITs, it should govern, make policy and leave the technology to IITs.

— Prof Sadagopan S | director, Indian Institute of Information Technology-Bangalore
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A course and short training programmes will go a long way in developing indigenous technologies in the field.
—Anurag Trivedi | PhD scholar, IIT-Delhi

loT & numbers

$15 billion: The size of loT industry in India by 2020, according to government estimates

2.7 billion: The number of connected devices in the country by 2020, increasing from 200 million now

$300 billion: Estimated global revenue from loT as per a Gartner report

5-6%: India's estimated market share in global 10T business

Source: Department of Electronics and Information Technology

What is loT?

loT is a seamless connected network of embedded objects/devices, in which machine to machine (M2M)

communication without any human intervention is possible using standard and interoperable communication protocols.
Phones, Tablets and PCs are not included as part of loT.

CAG passes strictures on NIT

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/CAG-passes-strictures-on-NIT/articleshow/45644768.cms

NAGPUR: The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India passed strictures over Nagpur Improvement Trust (NIT)
for its failure to properly plan the development of IT Park (opposite VNIT), thus rendering expenditure of Rs 1.83 crore
infructuous. The Nagpur Municipal Corporation (NMC) was also flayed for failing to plan the swimming pool construction
at Vaishali Nagar that led to blocking of funds of 1 crore for over six years and subsequently escalated the project cost by
1.72 crore.

Contents of CAG's report on local bodies for the fiscal ending on March 31 was tabled in Maharashtra assembly on
Wednesday.

Exposing NIT's apathy, the report mentioned that the trust had proposed IT park in November 2005 in a phased manner
at 2.77 crore. A consulting architect was appointed in May 2006 for preparation of drawings, designs and estimates at a
remuneration of 3%. Under first phase, tenders for work of basement, ground and first floors were invited in July 2006.

The work was awarded in November 2006 to a contractor at a cost of 2.88 crore to be completed in 15 months.

In 2010, it was found that the contractor spent 1.78 crore and paid 4.86 lakh to the consulting architect. However, as the
contractor failed to properly implement the project as per specified standards, the NIT terminated his contract which led
to a loss of 1.83 crore. NIT then decided to terminate the ongoing contract and decided to implement the project
through PPP on design, build, own, operate and transfer basis.

The CAG observed that NIT didn't work out any mechanism to secure its financial interest caused by termination. As a
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result, an expenditure of Rs 1.83 crore initially incurred on partial structures was rendered infructuous.

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/tripura-mps-demand-iit-and-iim-in-
state/articleshow/45640239.cms

The government released its share in August 2004, however the trust failed to contribute due to financial crunch.

Tripura MPs demand IIT and IIM in state

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/tripura-mps-demand-iit-and-iim-in-
state/articleshow/45640239.cms

AGARTALA: All the three MPs from Tripura have demanded setting up of two prestigious institutions - Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) and Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) in the state for imparting quality education.

"The MPs, including me, Jharna Das Baidya and Shankar Prasad Dutta met the Union HRD Minister Smriti Irani on
December 23 and pursued the proposal of Tripura Government to set up an IIM and an IIT in the state," MP Jitendra
Chaudhury told the media.

"The Minister has told us that her department was going through financial crunch, but she will definitely recommend the
proposal to the Finance Ministry for consideration in the next financial year and expressed her keenness on
development of North East," Chaudhury added.
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